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Southdown Rise Residents’ Association 
  

Minutes of the meeting held at 10am on 25th February 2017 at the One Church, 
Florence Road, to discuss the old railway allotments site.  
  
Present: Amanda, David, Ed, Gren, Julie, Jim (minutes), Pete, Rob (chairing), 
Sylvia, Suzanne  
 
   Item Action 

1 The current situation   

1.1 The developer has applied for “approval of details”, covering 
various items such as a change in material for the windows from 
wood to plastic. Nine residents have objected to this. The site is 
in a conservation area and this would normally rule out plastic 
windows, at least at the front of the building. 

 

1.2 Nicola Hurley of the Planning Dept. will contact all those people 
who have objected, by post. 

 

1.3  Cllr Leo Littman has proposed that this matter be brought before 
Council. Ed suggested we support this. However Julie pointed 
out that the Council’s procedures rule out such matters being 
decided by councillors; instead it will be delegated to officers. 

 

1.4 Rob to write to Leo on behalf of SRRA expressing appreciation 
of his concern for the site. 

Action: Rob 

 

2 Recent developments   

2.1 The developer’s ecologist visited the site yesterday (24 February) 
and laid out mats for another reptile survey. It was not clear what 
the point of this was as slow-worms would be hibernating at this 
time of year. Ed and Sylvia spoke to her and were told that she 
had been contracted to do the survey despite the season. 

 

2.2 Ed to email a report of the above conversation to Julie. Action: Ed 

2.3 Kate Cole (East Sussex County Council ecologist), who acts as a 
consultant to BHCC on ecological matters, has been in touch with 
Nicola Hurley. The Council is to consult a solicitor on Tuesday 28th 
February. It was not clear what the subject of this consultation 
would be. 

 

2.4 The planning permission expires on 14 March. If work has not 
started on site by then, the developer will have to re-apply if he 
wishes to pursue the project. However, expiry/renewal can 
apparently be “partial”. 
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3 The Walls  

3.1 Chris Sevink-Broady of DRARA has established that the walls 
flanking the public footpath leading to the bridge were excluded 
from the land when it was sold to Kingsbury Estates in 2005; the 
footbridge, pathways and walls belong to BHCC and BRB 
(Residuary) Ltd. The developer has demolished part of the wall on 
the west side of the path, and apparently wishes to demolish the 
other wall.  

 

3.2 Ed has a copy of the covenant regarding the site and adjacent 
land. He will send a copy to Rob. 

Action: Ed 

3.3 Rob had previously contacted the developer’s agents about 
ownership of the wall, and will chase them on this.  

Action: Rob 

 

4 Scaffold Yard   

4.1 It appears that the scaffold yard (site of the former station 
forecourt and station house) was not sold to the same person as 
bought the allotment site; however the latter has apparently 
obtained “use of” part of this site for use during construction 
works.  

 

 

5  Construction Methods   

5.1 It is not clear how the developer plans to access the site during 
construction works. Any such access must not block the right of 
way across the footbridge. It is not clear how this can be done 
safely. The Council’s Planning Enforcement Officer can only act if 
something dangerous happens. 

 

 

6 Petition   

6.1 Clare Tyler’s petition now has over 600 signatures. It is not known 
when it will be submitted. It will be sent to BHCC and Parker 
Dann. 

 

 

7 Vigilance  

7.1 Any new development noted on site should be circulated to the 
SRRA committee, directly or via the website. 

 

 

8 Other Business – Summer Picnic   

 Julie mentioned a picnic to be held in the summer, date TBA.  
 


