
Proposals for the reorganisation of secondary school catchment areas from September 2018 

Public Engagement Phase 

14 March 2016 - 24 April 2016 

What is this engagement phase about? 

Brighton and Hove is planning some changes to the secondary school catchment areas for children 

due to start secondary school in September 2018. We want to get views and ideas from a wide range 

of people about these plans. If you read this document you will find out: 

 What our admission policies are now and why we need to make changes 

 What we are proposing to do 

 What are the stages in making decisions  

 How you can give your views 

We need to ensure that there are sufficient school places for all children who need one and there 

are fair and easy to understand arrangements in place to decide who gets a place at which school.  

At this stage, we are seeking your views to help us design how the school places in the following 

schools could be allocated:  

 Blatchington Mill  

 Brighton Aldridge Community Academy  

 Dorothy Stringer  

 Hove Park  

 Longhill  

 Patcham High  

 Portslade Aldridge Community Academy  

 Varndean  

 University of Brighton new secondary school   

We have set out how we might do this in the future and would like to hear your views and 

comments on these changes before any decisions are made about what proposals we should 

formally consult everyone on. 

In a nutshell…. 

This proposal is about changing the school admission priorities and catchment areas because: 

 In some areas, there are more children living in those areas than places available  

 A new secondary school run by the University of Brighton will be opening in September 2018 

and 

 We are considering introducing new admission priorities for children eligible for Free School 

Meals  

 



 

What is covered by the proposals? 

The proposals in this paper show 3 illustrations of how school catchment areas could work. It also 

explains how the admission priorities could be changed and asks you to consider which tie-break 

method is used if a school has more applications than places available.  

Why are we planning to change catchment areas and admission priorities? 

1. The numbers of children due to start secondary school are rising. 

Over the next 10 years as the children in primary school move up to secondary school there are not 

enough school places to give every child a place. The opening of the new secondary school will 

provide more places but for some schools there are more children in the catchment area than places 

available.  

2. The new secondary school needs to be included in a catchment area.  

Every address in Brighton and Hove is in the catchment area of a community school, BACA or PACA. 

The new school also needs to have a catchment area for when it opens in September 2018 and so 

the catchment areas need to be redrawn.  

3. Changing the admission priorities 

We are considering whether to propose the introduction of a priority criteria for children eligible for 

Free School Meals as a means of helping pupils who live in disadvantaged areas by giving them an 

opportunity to attend a more popular school. Free School Meal eligibility has been chosen because it 

is a criteria that parents will know if their child qualifies for or not and is something that the council 

can confirm at the time of application. Currently when there are more applications received than 

there are places available we use the following five admission priorities to decide who will be given a 

place:  

1. Children in the care of a Local Authority and previously looked after 

children   

2. Children with compelling medical or other exceptional reasons to attend 

the school 

3. Children with siblings attending the school living in the catchment area  

4. Children living in the catchment area 

5. Children outside a catchment area  

The admission priorities would be: 

1.  Children in the care of a Local Authority and previously looked after 

children 

2. Children with compelling medical or other exceptional reasons to attend 

the school 



3. Children eligible for Free School Meals – firstly from inside a catchment 

area, then from outside a catchment area - to a maximum quota of 15% of 

the school’s Published Admission Number  

4. Children with siblings attending the school living in the catchment area  

5. Children living in the catchment area 

6. Children outside a catchment area 

4. Changing the tie-break 

If a school has more applications than places available in any of the priorities the council uses a tie-

break to decide which of the children within that priority should be offered the available places. At 

the moment an electronic random allocation system (often referred to as a lottery) is used. Where 

there is more than one school in a catchment area this can mean that some families who live close 

to school A are given a place at School B. However it means that everyone in that catchment area 

has a fair chance of getting a place rather than it being only those living close to the school who are 

likely to get a place. This could mean that more pupils are having to travel further to school. A 

distance tie-break would mean that those living closer to a school would be more likely to get a 

place at that school, and would not for example have to travel further to school B when they live 

closer to School A. Two of the three options for changing the catchment areas have more than one 

school in the catchment area and so the type of tie-break to use is important to consider.  

So what changes are we considering? 

Catchment areas change to either have one school in each one, to have mainly 2 schools in each one 

or 3 schools in each one.  

Admission priorities are changed to include a new priority for children eligible for Free School Meals. 

The impact of the different tie-breakers on the 3 options being put forward. 

Where we are now 

Details of the current admission arrangements and catchment areas can be found at: 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/School%20admissions%20-

%20Secondary%20-%202016%20to%202017.pdf  

What don’t we know 

The location of the new secondary school has not been confirmed. Therefore the maps that have 

been produced have used a representative location to show the new school. It is anticipated that the 

new school will be sited in central Brighton where the greatest number of additional places are 

required.  

The final proposal that is developed after this engagement phase may have different catchment 

areas.  

What do we want to achieve? 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/School%20admissions%20-%20Secondary%20-%202016%20to%202017.pdf
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-hove.gov.uk/files/School%20admissions%20-%20Secondary%20-%202016%20to%202017.pdf


We want to ensure that school catchment areas cover every address in Brighton and Hove and there 

are enough places in those catchment areas to provide a place for all the children living in them.  

We want to ensure there is a catchment area for the new secondary school.  

We want to give children who receive Free School Meals an opportunity to attend a more popular 

school by introducing a priority in the admission arrangements. 

We want to ensure that we have thought about the most suitable tie-break to use.  

What are the current proposed changes? 

There are three possible options for how catchment areas are drawn.  

• Option A has one school in each catchment area. 

• Option B has at least 2 schools in each catchment area  

• Option C has three schools in each catchment area.   

They are only illustrative options because at this time the location of the new secondary school has 

not been confirmed. Therefore you must not look at the map and think this is which catchment area 

you will now be in, the catchment areas could change before they are introduced.  

When will the changes happen? 

Firstly we are having this engagement phase to gather your thoughts and ideas about the options we 

have put forward. During the summer we will consider all the comments made and develop one final 

proposal that we shall formally consult upon in the autumn. The Full Council will decide the 

admission arrangements in January 2017. They will come into effect for the pupils who start 

secondary school in September 2018 

Timescale Action 

• 14 March – 22 April 2016 

• Phase 1 - Open engagement phase 

• September 2016  

• Children and Young People and Skills Committee (CYPS) asked to approve formal 

proposals for public consultation 

• October – November 2016 

• Phase 2 - Public consultation phase 

• January 2017 

• CYPS Committee then Full Council to make decisions on proposed changes 

Getting everyone’s views 

The first stage in the engagement phase is to talk to a wide range of people to get feedback on our 

proposals.  

The proposed catchment areas are drawn as illustrations but may not be the exact areas that will 

form the proposal that goes to formal consultation in the autumn. It is therefore very important that 



all respondents understand that these proposed catchment areas are merely illustrative. Therefore 

please respond about the principles of each option rather than how you will be affected personally.  

We welcome feedback from everyone and this can be given through any of the following: 

• by replying on-line to our questionnaire 

• by sending your completed questionnaire to us at: http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/public/bhcc/school_catchments/reorganisation_of_secondary_school_catchme

nt_areas  

• Room 326, Brighton & Hove City Council, King’s House, Grand Avenue, Hove, BN3 2LS 

• telling us what you think at one of the events that we have set up 

• by emailing your comments to secondaryadm2018@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

• by leaving a voicemail on 01273 291459 

We will need your feedback by Sunday 24 April for us to be able to take account of it. 
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