
SOUTHDOWN RISE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION   AGM 22nd June 2016 

Held in One Church, Florence Road, Brighton 

MINUTES 

Present: J Whitehead, G. Nation, R. Rosenthal, M. Allen, Jim Grozier, Paul Tofts, Jonathan 
Williams, Collette Neate, Sue Crane, Eva March. 

Apologies: Steve Marsh, Julie Cattell, Reuben Jancovich, Ed White, Annie McMullan. 

 

Matters Arising from the Last AGM Minutes 

The Minutes were accepted as an accurate record. There were no matters arising. 

 

Chair’s Report from Jo Whitehead 

We have come to the end of our fifth year of SRRA representing the interests of residents of 
the area bounded by Ditchling Road, Stanford Avenue, Beaconsfield Road and the railway 
line. We continue to work closely with our sister organisation, Ditchling Rise Area Residents’ 
Association (DRARA), our councillors, council officers and the local Community Police 
Support Officers who regularly attend our meetings.  
 
Our website http://southdownrise.uk has gone from strength to strength and is an excellent 
information resource and source for news of developments that affect our area. Do sign up 
on the front page to receive an email alert when the site is updated if you haven’t done so 
already. And I would like to thank our Treasurer and Webmaster Gren Nation for his 
excellent work on the website. 
 
This year we decided to focus efforts on several priorities and sub groups of the membership 
took these forward. A report on each priority is below. 
 
Streets in Bloom 
 
We would like to thank Sylvia Peckham who chaired this group but had to stand down this 
year, nevertheless work has been ongoing with the sub group to make our streets look nicer. 
 
Planters - our planters have been planted up by Annie McMullan and Rob Rosenthal. They 
have just replanted for the summer and have given the planting some height in the hope that 
cars will be able to see them and avoid backing into them. 
 
Trees - individual residents are still maintaining the tree planting and Ed has successfully 
negotiated with the council to put in posts to protect the smaller trees from cars bashing 
them. This is essential to ensure saplings down get diseases from the scaring caused by car 
bumpers.  
 
Ed has also spent considerable time and energy on encouraging the local authority to agree 
in principle to looking at how we can enhance the cul de sac by the Open House, as 
demonstrated by the efforts of DRARA, our sister association on the other side of the tracks. 
It is unlikely we have been told, that parking spaces can be culled in that area to make way 
for more planting and community events, however an in principle agreement has been made 



for a tree to be planted there to celebrate nature and bring people together to fundraising for 
this. Thanks to Ed for his stoical ongoing efforts in this direction. 
 
Outreach 
 
Our December party was well attended and a lot of fun. We celebrate our partnership with 
OneChurch and thank Ben and Donna for their support. One Church doesn’t charge us for 
hiring the venues and are working tirelessly to make the church part of the community and a 
hub for local events. Our timing this year for getting a party alongside this AGM is testament 
to their success as well could get a date that suited, as they are so busy. Please have early 
notice of our September party that will go ahead. We plan to coincide this with the Saturday 
market and a play street event on 10th September. Thanks to Martyn for his efforts and very 
successful organisation of the party and the September one this year. 
 
Our website, poster posting, streets in bloom initiatives and parties contribute to raising 
awareness of the association existence and potential involvement. We also communicate 
with members and other local neighbourhood organisations via Facebook and Twitter. 

Playstreets 
 
Our Playstreets sub group Chair had to resign and our wonderful local councillor Julie Cattell 
has stepped up to organise. Unfortunately the closure of roads takes quite some notice and 
organisation and Julie is getting up to speed to ensure this happens in future. In the 
meantime, any support from local parents is essential for Playstreets going forward, the rest 
of us can support by stewarding. I must say that my experience is that it is such a nice event 
with lots of opportunities to chat with, and meet new, neighbours, not to mention the power of 
striding round with a high-vis jacket and whistle! 
 
Bins 
 
We have amalgamated this group now with Streets in Bloom and retitled them Environment. 
There have been several false starts to SRRA trying to tidy the streets, especially Springfield 
Road, of wheelie bins and recycling boxes. Previously, due to the series of industrial action 
by Cityclean workers which thwarted any resident action. SRRA initiated a soft campaign of 
suggesting neighbour responsibility for the state of Springfield road which met with some 
success with neighbours removing bins from pavements However, now we have larger bins 
serving several flats which, if full, would be difficult to move about in and over obstructions 
between property and pavements. Also, you will know, that the council is now offering 
compost waste bins to householders, which will mean more bins on pavements. SRRA are 
still passionate about making our streets look nicer, more welcoming and pleasant and we 
need more neighbours on board to make that happen. Whilst we have welcomed the 
partnership with Local authority officers, it needs more work to make our neighbourhood look 
better 
 
Planning 
 
The site behind the Open House pub 
There has been no apparent move to redevelop this site, though it is understood it has been 
sold on. There remains planning permission to build four new houses on the site, something 
that was objected to by many residents and a pressure group was set up to oppose - 
FLORA. We don't know if the lack of building is due to local opposition or anything else but it 
is good to keep a close eye on this. 
 



Local Action Team 
 
Steve Marsh will be attending this important community-police liaison committee on our 
behalf. It presents the police with local views on policing strategy and priorities. It also links 
us together with other local resident groups. 
 
 
In conclusion, this year we decided to focus on several priorities and have had some 
success, met some new neighbours and enjoyed the work that we do. There is always more 
to do to make our neighbourhood a safe and nice place to live so please get involved. You 
don’t have to do committees, you don’t have to do lots of work, it is a sociable group and we 
work together on projects that support everyone. Bring your own initiative or join in with 
someone else. 
 
Thanks 
 
In addition to the people already thanked I would like to thank committee members, Ed 
White, Dept. Chair, Rob Rosenthal, Steve Marsh, Julie Cattell, Reuben Jancovich, Secretary, 
Paul Tofts, Martyn Allen, Gren Nation, Treasurer, Ben and Donna from OneChurch, Sally 
and Jen for Playstreets and Sylvia for Streets in Bloom, and all of you who have supported 
and contributed to the association over the past year. 

 
Finally, I am submitting my resignation from the Chair and the committee as I’m leaving 
Brighton for a while. I have thoroughly enjoyed the work and friendships that the Association 
have afforded me over the last five years and hope it will continue to flourish for our 
neighbourhood. 
 
 
Thank you  
 
 
Jo Whitehead Chair, SRRA 22 June 2016 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

The past year has ended with a modest surplus. The only significant expenditure has been 
on Xmas party (£141.54p spent; Income from donations and fund raising  £192.16p. Surplus 
£50.62p.) Many thanks to Garrett’s Electricians, Southdown Avenue, for their donation 
towards the Xmas party.  

Other expenditure is for printing consumables (ink etc.) 

The Treasurer’s Report can be read here.  

 

 

Priorities for Next Year 

The SRRA priorities are determined by those issues into which members are prepared to 
dedicate their time and effort. For 2016-7 these seem to be: 



Play Streets, with Julie Cattell as chair.  

Streets in Bloom, Annie McMullan as chair. 

Outreach including party in September (Martyn Allen). 

LAT, Steve Marsh as rep. 

Environment including bins, Jim Grozier as chair.  

The possibility of a wildlife sub group, chair tbc. 

Committee Election: 

The following have put themselves forwards to be members of a committee: Gren Nation, 
Reuben Jancovich (abs), Ed White (abs), Martyn Allen, Rob Rosenthal, Jim Grozier, Julie 
Cattell (abs), Steve Marsh (abs). All other residents are invited to also put themselves 
forward. All meetings are open to all residents and are announced on the website.  Officers 
will be elected from the first committee meeting, date and venue to be announced. 

AOB 

 
Thanks to Merlin for the AGM poster design. 

Agreed to print new SiB posters for street planting. 

There was discussion about the importance of welcoming students into the community in 
September with a particular view to encouraging them with correct refuse separation. 
Perhaps produce a leaflet for them? A project for the Outreach sub group? 

We will need public liability insurance for Play Streets and Party. Quote for multiple event 
coverage @ £77.37.  Agreed. 

Martyn suggested using notice boards in flat blocks for SRRA info/publicity.  

Ed White as current deputy chair is requested to arrange and call the first committee meeting 
of the New Year at which officers will be elected.  

RR 23.6.16 


