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Southdown Rise Residents Association 
  

Minutes of the Committee meeting held on Monday 11 May 2015.  
  
Present: Jo Whitehead (Chair), Rob Rosenthal (Vice-chair), Gren Nation (Treasurer), Steve Marsh 
(Secretary), Sylvia Peckham, Paul Tofts, Sally Trelford, Edward White 
 

1 Chair’s welcome/Apologies   
1.1 Jo welcomed committee members to the meeting. Apologies were received from 

Jenny Staff. 
  

      

2 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising   
2.1 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.   
2.2 There were no matters arising that were not covered by agenda items.   
   

3 Treasurer’s report   
3.1 SRRA reserves stand at £166.41: £77.60 in the bank account and £88.81 in cash.  
3.2 £313 has been spent from the Streets in Bloom budget, leaving a balance of £187.  
3.3 Jo thanked Gren on behalf of the Committee for his professional management of the 

accounts, which were comprehensive and transparent. 
 

      

4 Reports from sub-groups  
4.1 Outreach: The last meeting, a talk on the history of London Road station by Jim 

Grozier and Elspeth Broady had been very successful and was well attended. 
Committee members thanked Paul for organising a very successful series of 
presentations and agreed that they should continue. Possible topics were suggested: 
the history of the Stanford Estate and a presentation from the Sussex Police local 
team. There was discussion about how to increase attendance. Establishing a strong 
partnership with the Open House was seen as key in enhancing publicity and 
strengthening community involvement and was agreed as a priority for the coming 
year. Jo agreed to contact the Open House management. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jo 
4.2 Bins: there was nothing to report.  
4.3 Streets in Bloom: the display of spring bulbs had been very attractive thanks to Rob 

and Annie. New plants were now ready to replant the two planters but were waiting 
for a centrepiece. One of the fairy lights put on the planters to enhance their visibility 
had regrettably been stolen as had the batteries from the other. Police involvement 
is not feasible but the situation will be monitored informally. As the planters were 
vulnerable to cars retro-reflective tape was suggested and Rob agreed to action this. 
Sylvia had emailed proposals for two options for the pub garden to Peter Bennett 
who has responsibility for the management of the Open House premises but had 
received no reply to date. Jo offered to set up a meeting to take forward the 
partnership with the pub. 
Another six sets of solar-powered fairy lights were available to set up in trees, 
probably at the junction of Springfield Road and Southdown Avenue. Sylvia and Jo 
will co-ordinate the work and Paul will help with ladders and tools. 

 
 
 

 
 

Rob 
 

 
 

Jo, Sylvia 
 

Jo, Sylvia, 
Paul 

4.4 Playstreets: Sally and Jen have identified four dates and will publicise them when 
they have been confirmed with the council. Gren will publicise the dates on the 
website once they have been fixed.   

 
Sally, Jen 

Gren 
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5 Planning for AGM   
5.1 Rob agreed to draft an email to the newly elected ward councillors and circulate to 

the committee for comments. The email will invite them to the AGM with a view to 
continuing to build an effective partnership between SRRA and the council through 
our elected representatives. 

 
 
 

Rob  
5.2 The outline programme for the evening will be: 

1. Chair’s report, including reports from sub-groups 
2. Treasurer’s report 
3. Election of committee 
4. Short break 
5. Ward councillors opportunity to introduce themselves 
6. Question and answer session 
7. Informal social session with bar 

  

5.3 Clipboards and postcards will be passed around attendees during the first part of the 
meeting, inviting them to write down “what’s on their mind” including questions for 
councillors and issues which they would like addressed during the Q & A session. 
Councillors will be given sight of the notes during the break. Gren kindly offered to 
provide the cards. 

 
 
 
 

Gren 
5.4 Jo will speak to the Open House about a screen and bar. Rob offered to help with 

IT/audio-visual aids and Paul offered to help set up. 
Jo, Rob, 

Paul 
      

6 Any other business   
6.1 Railway bridge cycle ramp: The cycle ramp over London Road footbridge was 

discussed, with concerns raised over the operation of the ramps. However there did 
not appear to be any formal remedial proposal at this time and Sylvia advised a 
representative of 'Bricycles' had not responded to an email asking for clarification of 
any proposals, costing or safety issues. 

 

6.2 Partnership with other organisations: it was agreed that fostering links with other 
community organisations was desirable. Paul agreed to attend DRARA and Friends of 
Blakers Park meetings and Steve and Rob offered to attend LAT meetings (which take 
place on the first Thursday of each month) and report back.  

 
 

Paul 
Steve, Rob 

6.3 Trees: Edward reported that Ditchling Rise is losing trees owing to their not being 
replaced as they age or become diseased. He volunteered to contact Madeleine Cary 
of DRARA to offer help and advice. 

 
 

Edward 
6.4 Attendees warmly thanked Jo for her hospitality in hosting the meeting.  
      

7 Dates of future meetings   
7.1 Thursday 18th June at the Open House – Annual General Meeting   
7.2 It was agreed that there should be one meeting in July and another in September. Jo 

will negotiate with the Open House for a venue and propose dates. 
 

Jo 
      

  Meeting closed at 8:57 pm.   
  
  
  

 


