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Introduction 
 
We have come to the end of a second very successful year of SRRA representing the interests of residents of 
the area bounded by Ditchling Road, Stanford Avenue, Beaconsfield Road and the railway line. We continue 
to work closely with our sister organisation, Ditchling Rise Area Residents’ Association (DRARA), our 
councillors, council officers and the local Community Police Support Officers who regularly attend our 
meetings. The membership has grown to about 190 and the association has made progress on a number of 
initiatives as described below. 
 
The residents parking scheme was introduced last June and has been bedding in for the past year. Some issues, 
such as the location of bike racks and some pay and display parking by Stanford Methodist Church caused 
concern but by and large the scheme has produced a more attractive, less stressful, quieter and safer 
environment for all, not just the motorists. SRRA continues to monitor the impact and operation of the scheme 
as time goes on. 
 
Various planning issues have raised their heads; most recently, the application to build seven houses on the 
St Andrews Road Day Centre site was approved on appeal and the BHASVIC field was ruled out as a site for 
the Kings Free School. SRRA will continue to monitor planning issues that potentially impact on this area. 
 
Our website http://southdownrise.wordpress.com/ has gone from strength to strength and is an excellent 
information resource and source for news of developments that affect our area. Do sign up on the front page 
to receive an email alert when the site is updated if you haven’t done so already. 
 
We have recently conducted a survey of members into whether there is interest in setting up a Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme, response has been positive and a meeting will be arranged soon after the AGM to discuss 
formation. 
 

Streets in bloom 
 
The bases of several trees have been planted up with flowers in Springfield Road and Southdown Avenue and 
the association encourages other residents to “adopt” a tree and do the same. The varied planting has 
brightened up the streets and discouraged dog fouling and has been very successful. The association produced 
laminated explanation signs with the SRRA logo to be tied on the trees over the plants. Please participate if 
you can, the more trees we can enhance the better. SRRA has reinforced the council’s message not to pin or 
nail notices to trees and the streets’ trees are currently looking attractive and are in good health. 
 
We are very pleased that our grant application submitted to Brighton and Hove City Council under its grants 
to community and voluntary organisations scheme has been successful. Many thanks to Edward White for the 
considerable amount of work he has put into securing this grant of £500 toward the Streets in Bloom project. 
 

Playstreets 
 
The Playstreets initiative has provided a lot of healthy open-air fun for children and grown-ups alike. Our 
scheme built on the experience of schemes elsewhere in the country such as Bristol and the Hanover area of 
Brighton and Hove. The first Playstreets events happened last summer and others took place over the winter 
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when light and weather permitted, including a Christmas-themed session. These were all well attended and a 
great success. Parents are expected to be there to supervise their children but we are always in need of 
volunteers to manage the traffic. Playstreets is now well established in our area with dates planned up until 
next Christmas. The scheme contributes greatly to humanising the environment and the events are a great 
way of meeting and getting to know neighbours. A lot of work has gone into organising the events so SRRA 
extends its warm thanks to the organisers Val Knight, Sally Trelford and Jenny Staff, and to all the stewards 
who have helped the events run so smoothly. 
 

Graffiti 
 
Most of the problem in this area is with “tagging”. Several graffiti kits of wipes and gloves were provided by 
the council and volunteers have been out removing tags as they appear. The wipes can cut through almost all 
types of paints on smooth surfaces. SRRA is looking for people to act as “block champions” who will be able 
to respond to the problem quickly. Members of SRRA and DRARA have acted quickly on graffiti as it appears 
on the railway bridge, painting it over and cleaning it off. As a result the footbridge appears graffiti-free and 
cared-for.  
 

London Road Station Footbridge 
 
Following representations from SRRA the council have installed a bin of grit for use on the railway footbridge 
in icy weather. A bike ramp to help cyclists push bikes up and down has been installed and the council has also 
replaced the step treads. These developments have made the bridge safer and easier to use. 
 

Bins 
 
A major concern for the past year has been streets made unattractive by bins and recycling boxes left out on 
the pavement. Unfortunately the year was marked by disruptions to the refuse collection service which made 
progress difficult. Damien Marmura, street and beach cleansing operations manager for Brighton and Hove 
City council, met with residents in June of last year to discuss the way forward. SRRA representatives 
accompanied him on an inspection of Springfield Road identifying the main culprits. Warning letters have been 
sent giving them twenty-eight days to improve and the council is currently monitoring the situation. The street 
cleaner has returned to the area. 
 

In conclusion 
 
Although we can look back on a year when much has been achieved there’s always more to do. Please get 
involved with the residents’ association if you aren’t already, by joining the committee and/or supporting one 
or more of the initiatives. The list above is not exclusive either – if you have your own ideas on how this area 
can be made better, safer or more interesting please share them and help SRRA take them forward. 
 
Finally, the association could not have achieved so much without the help of a number of people, so many 
thanks to our councillors Leo Littman, Mike Jones and Amy Kennedy, local Community Police Support Officers 
Sgt Chris Lane and PCSO Simon Turvey, Damien Marmura and his team from environmental services, Charles 
Field from transport, and the Open House pub whose manager Mark has been very supportive and given us 
free access to meeting rooms. We are grateful too, to members of the SRRA committee who give up their 
time: particular thanks go to Jo Whitehead, secretary, Gren Nation, treasurer and webmaster and Ali Walper 
for our logo. Finally, thanks to all of you who have supported and contributed to the association over the past 
year. 
 
Steve Marsh, Acting Chair, SRRA 
12 June 2014 


