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Southdown Rise Residents Association 
  

Minutes of the Committee meeting held on Wednesday 8 October 2014 at the Open 
House.  
 
Present: Jo Whitehead - Chair, Edward White - Vice Chair, Steve Marsh - Secretary, Grenville 
Nation - Treasurer, Paul Tofts, Sally Trelford, Helen Weir 
 

1 Chair’s Welcome/Apologies   

1.1 Apologies were received from Rob Rosenthal, Sylvia Peckham and 
Jenny Staff. 

  

      

2 Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising   

2.1 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.   

2.2 There were no matters arising from the minutes.  

      

3 Vision statement   

3.1 The draft vision statement was discussed. It was agreed that: 

 the statement should be brief; 

 the language used should be accessible and free from jargon; 

 the statement should describe what the Association wants to 
achieve rather than how it intends to do it; 

 SRRA’s commitment to equal opportunities and non-
discriminatory practice was already clearly set out in the 
constitution and therefore does not need to be restated. 

  

3.2 The vision statement should be simplified to “Southdown Rise 
Residents Association aims to involve all of our neighbourhood in 
improving where we live”, followed by a statement of the current 
initiatives. Gren undertook to update the website. 

 
 
 
Gren 

      

4 Reports from sub-groups:  

4.1 Outreach  

 Ideas for speakers at meetings were suggested and discussed, 
including: 

 local history of the area; 

 the working of the London Road LAT by the Rev. Philip Wells, its 
chair;  

 Tim Nichols, Brighton & Hove Council Head of Environment. 

 

 The meetings with speakers will need to be publicised at least a couple 
of weeks in advance to maximise attendance. Paul agreed to take the 
ideas forward. 

 
 
Paul 
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4.2 Bins  

 Helen and Sylvia had been round the streets looking at the bin 
situation and outlined some preliminary observations and thoughts. It 
was difficult at present to form a clear picture due to the ongoing 
disruption to refuse collection by strike and work to rule action. 

 

 It was noted that bins would be emptied if they were placed on the 
house-holders property adjacent to the pavement but not if they were 
up a flight of steps. 

 

 Helen agreed to come back to the committee with a plan for clearer 
streets, in a way that would encourage residents’ buy-in and avoid 
antagonising them. 

 
 
Helen 

   

4.3 Streets in bloom  

 The grant funding had been released and site for the planters 
identified as either side of the bicycle racks near London Road Station. 
The council must be involved in placing or installing the planters; Cllr. 
Mike Jones was following this up. Edward proposed that the Argus be 
contacted about publicity for a launch ceremony once they are in 
place. 

 

 Planting around trees was proceeding slowly - the “Adopt a tree” 
posters had been updated with the addition of the wording “Starter kit 
available”. What the competition prize would be had yet to be 
decided. The idea of new planting of “memorial trees” was suggested; 
Edward will contact the council about planting new trees. 

 
 
 
 
Edward 

 There still not enough people helping - asking people for their advice 
might be a way to draw new people in. Gren undertook to post an 
appeal on the website. 

 
 
Gren 

 £217 of the grant of £500 had been spent leaving a balance of £283.  

   

4.4 Playstreets  

 The last session on 10 October had been cancelled and the next 
session was scheduled for 24 October plus another possible date in 
December. As always more stewards were needed. 

 

 The insurance policy will cover one more event, then a decision to 
renew it (at a cost of around £85) will need to be taken next year. Sally 
and Jen felt that the insurance was necessary. 

 

 It was not clear who would be able to take it on next year. Sally and 
Jen will discuss future organisational arrangements with Val. 

 
Sally 

   

5 Lamp-post at London Road Station   

5.1 The situation was much as reported at the last meeting. Edward 
undertook to monitor progress and report back.  

  

5.2 Alternatives for the lamp-post’s siting and power supply were 
discussed. 
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6 Christmas party   

6.1 Rob had circulated some ideas for the party and the committee agreed 
in his absence that he should be asked to develop them further. 

 
Rob 

6.2 The committee was unanimous that the preferred venue for a SRRA 
party should be the Open House in recognition of its ongoing support 
for SRRA. 

 

      

7 Any Other Business   

7.1 Paul had attended the Police Commissioner’s Community Conversation 
at Hove Town Hall on 6 October. 

  

7.2 Supporting elderly neighbours, especially in winter, was suggested as a 
SRRA initiative. 

  

7.3 An occasional newsletter was suggested as a way to give residents a 
greater sense of involvement, with the Roundhill Reporter and Friends 
of Blakers Park newsletters cited as examples. Helen will investigate. 

 
 
Helen 

7.4 Posting notices on trees/lamp-posts asking “Do you know your 
neighbours” was suggested. 

 

7.5 Gren as Treasurer reported that there had been no financial activity 
since the last meeting. 

 

      

8 Date of next meeting  

 Thursday 6 November 7:30 pm at the Open House   

   

  Meeting closed at 8:38 pm   

  
  
  

 


