
 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT TO SRRA AGM, 13 TH MARCH 2013 
 
The SRRA was set up a year ago to represent the interests of residents of the area bounded 
by Ditchling Road, Stanford Avenue, Beaconsfield Road and the railway line. It was set up 
with the overarching objective of improving the quality of life and environment of the area. 
This includes building a sense of community and neighbourhood. It is a properly constituted 
organisation with a written constitution, bank account and elected officers. Membership is 
open to all who live within the area and the elected committee of chair, vice chair, secretary 
and treasurer are joined in the open committee by any members who want to be involved. 
Thank you for joining us today to mark and celebrate our first year as an association! 
 
So what have we achieved in our first year? Our membership has grown to over 100 and our 
committee has grown to 10. We now have our own website. We have established good 
reciprocal relations with our sister organisation, Ditchling Rise Area Residents’ Association 
(DRARA), our councillors, council officers and the local Community Police Support Officers 
who regularly attend our meetings. We are regularly represented on the police’s Local Action 
Team (LAT) which establishes priorities for local policing. We believe we have provided a 
clear and legitimate channel for the expression of local concerns to the council, while the 
council have found us to be a helpful point of reference in managing local issues. For 
example we invited Council Officer Robin Reed to a public meeting to explain and consult on 
the current Lewes Road transport redevelopments and we have supported DRARA in its 
attempts to block housing redevelopment between the railway line and Springfield Road 
gardens. We have also raised the profile of the St Andrews Road day centre infill 
redevelopment.  
 
We have held two well attended public meetings on the Residents’ Parking scheme issue as 
well as a number of open committee meetings. The SRRA has not adopted a position on the 
Residents’ Parking issue (although everyone of course has their own personal opinion). Our 
aim has been to ensure residents are well informed and to provide a conduit for local 
concerns regarding the Traffic Orders for the scheme. 
 
 
Members of the committee have driven a range of other local concerns:re- negotiating the 
position of fences behind gardens on Springfield Road;  the re-planting and protection of 
trees on Springfield Road has been a slow and ongoing campaign but now seems to be 
coming to fruition. Members have been involved in graffiti paint-outs of the railway station 
bridge and we are currently exploring additional winter gritting and the possibility of CCTV as 
a neighbourhood crime reduction measure. The preservation of the tram shelter on Ditchling 



Road has come under the watchful eye of the committee.  Other future plans include 
developing some local streets to become ‘playing out’ areas for local children on some 
afternoons of the week, with temporary traffic control. Members are now keen to find an 
alternative to wheelie bins for houses that cannot provide off street storage (particularly an 
issue for Springfield Road). We hope to continue working with DRARA on initiatives like the 
Railway Station partnership. The possibilities for the future are many and will be facilitated 
by commitment and ideas of residents who become involved.  
 
We have realised that there are limitations to what we can do and issues we can address.   
Residents have approached us regarding issues that the council provides offices to deal 
with, for example neighbour nuisance.  Furthermore, regarding the Residents’ Parking 
scheme we have intentionally maintained neutrality to encourage informed debate. The 
association represents people from different parts of an area which have quite different 
experiences of the parking issue and the association would not want to alienate people by 
favouring one perspective. We hope the SRRA will continue to represent and promote the 
residents views and aspirations in 2013. 
 
 
Can we extend our sincere thanks to the following without whom we could not have 
achieved so much in one year: Mark the manager of The Open House pub who has allowed 
us free access to meeting rooms; to a number of council officers who have worked on our 
behalf: Charles Field, Peter Turner and Robin Reed all from transport, Damien Marmura 
from environmental services; Anna Donne for advice with playing out; Simon Turvey our 
CPSO; our elected officers  Marisha Respinger(treasurer) who is standing down, Jo 
Whitehead (Secretary) and  Val Knight (Vice Chair) without whom none of this would have 
been possible; Steve Marsh and Gren Nation for creating and running our website; Ali 
Walper for wonderful designs; all the other members of the committee who have contributed 
their time and energy to carry our work forward; our councillors Leo Littman, Mike Jones and 
Amy Kennedy who have attended, supported, encouraged and advised us throughout the 
year; and our mayor Bill Randall who is joining us later this evening. Last but most important, 
thanks to all of you who have come together over the year to improve our neighbourhood. 
 
 
 
Robert Rosenthal 
10th March 2013  
 


