
Southdown Rise Residents Association  

Minutes of meeting 8
th

 March 2012 Open House Pub 

Councillor Mike Jones, Ward Councillor and Green Party opened the meeting and welcomed 

everyone. 

 

Apologies: 

George and Heather Walter 

Lesley and Fred Peers 

Jill Richter 

Professor Andrew Melrose 

Councillors Amy Kennedy and Leo Littman (Mike said that both were supportive of the Residents 

Association but were unfortunately off sick.  Amy has Tuberculosis) 

Susan Beardsell 

Richard Federly 

1. Madeline Cary from DRARA 

Madeline talked about the reasons she joined DRARA and the advantages of a Residents Association.  

DRARA had already impacted on the traffic issues in the area, the parking issues, the stadium 

transport issues, were vocal on the development of the old cooperative building, litter problems and 

seagull proof bins.  The local councillors and local PCSO come to their meetings. DRARA have good 

relationships with the London Road station partnership and garden, comment on public open 

spaces, it is an excellent way to network with neighbours, socialise and there is an annual street 

party. Madeline welcomed the idea of a “sister” residents association. 

 

2. Voting for Officer positions 

Mike asked for nominations for each position and those nominated to say a few words about 

themselves and their suitability for the position. 

Rob Rosenthal – Chair.  Southdown Avenue resident for 9 years.  Has been active in the parking 

campaign, has a teaching background. 

Val Knight – Vice Chair.  Lives in Springfield Road, has previous involvement in a residents association 

in London, is a teacher and semi retired.  Has been involved in canvassing for the parking campaign, 

familiar working in groups of people. 



Jo Whitehead – Secretary.  Springfield Road resident for 9 years.  Works locally in Housing, 

understands local issues for the area and has been involved in the parking campaign. 

Marisha Respinger – Treasurer. New resident to Springfield Road.  Has skills in Finance is now retired 

and has a new career in writing.  Originally from Poland, involved in the Buddist Association. 

Passionate about local community. 

Mike asked for votes on each person and all were carried through unanimously. 

3. The Constitution 

A draft was circulated and various changes discussed.  Clarification on boundaries were asked for.  

These will be Ditchling Road to the East, the railway to the South, Beaconsfield Villas to the West and 

Stanford Avenue to the North and will not include those roads mentioned. Action – Clause on 

boundaries to be inserted in para 3a. 

It was also asked that e mail addresses would not be shared in future e mails.  Jo apologised for 

doing this and will BCC all in future. 

It was agreed that membership is anyone who has asked to be put on the mailing list of the 

residentsgroup1 e mail.  Everyone in the streets within the boundaries above 18 years of age are 

entitled to be members. 

Contributions – it was suggested by a DRARA member that everyone is asked for £1 per meeting for 

admin. costs etc.  

The Constitution, with the appropriate amendments was adopted unanimously. 

Rob suggested that people put themselves forward if they were interested in being regular 

attendees of committee meetings. 

4. Parking Rob Rosenthal - Chair 

Rob updated the meeting on the current parking campaign and gave a brief history.  October 2011 a 

petition and delegation went to Environment Committee asking for the issue to be revisited.  This 

was agreed by Councillors.  Spring 2012 there is to be parking surveys, leafleting and an exhibition. 

January 2013 there will be a report to Cabinet, if agreed February 2013 will be the Traffic Regulation 

Orders posted, May 2013 another report to Cabinet, July 2013 signing, lines and machines, August  

September 2013 starting of CPZ . 

 

25% potential permits not taken up south of the railway line so those residents are parking in the 

Northern streets.  The traffic team are in discussion with the Universities to ask students not to bring 

cars to Brighton. 

 

There is a separate city wide review running parallel to the local schemes. 



5. Trees – Mike Jones Green Ward Councillor 

Mike highlighted the issue that dead trees in Springfield Road were not being replaced.  He reported 

that there isn’t a lack of will on this issue but that responsibility seems to fall between two 

departments.  However, it has been promised that the trees will be replaced in the next planting 

season which is the coming winter. 

Ed White suggested creative ideas such as adopting frees and how to protect young trees especially 

from careless parking. 

Caroline Lucas – Green MP feedback about a recent meeting regarding the felling of trees on the 

banks of the railways and elicited lots of promises from Network rail who will feedback very soon 

regarding their policy and action. 

There was a suggestion made about planting flowers and bulbs around the base of the trees and it 

was pointed out that more trees had just been planted in Florence Road. 

AOB 

A website for the Association was asked for – Action – Jo to set one up. 

Bridgewatch – Ed White – has been successful in the removal of graffiti  - people to contact Mike 

Jones or Ed White at 134 Springfield if interested 

There was a suggestion to invite the local PCSO to the next meeting – Jo to organise 

Invites were asked to join the committee and Voluntary contributions were asked for one the way 

out. This yielded £57.93 and the Treasurer will set up a bank account to deposit this and future 

contributions. 

 

Rob thanked everyone for coming and closed the meeting. 

 


